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My Submission relates to Mid-Murray Council and its attempt before the
introduction of this scheme to introduce an unfair and discriminatory Special
Rate on a small number of ratepayers within the municipality.

For the last four years, Council has funded the purchase of additional waters
required (to compensate for water evaporation in the Mannum Waters
development) using council-wide rate revenue.

Now with the imminent introduction of the Rate Oversight Scheme, they are
attempting to foist a Special Levy (to purchase a permanent water entitlement)
on a small group of ratepayers rather than to continue to use municipality-wide
rate revenue to purchase this entitlement. The Special Levy is both unfair and
discriminatory, as the waterways of the Mannum Waters development are
open to the broad community and are used by a wide range of local residents
and tourists.

Council estimates it will cost $1.715 million to purchase the water entitlement
and have developed a proposal for rate payers in the immediate vicinity to
effectively fund the full costs. If council had acted four years ago to purchase a
permanent water entitlement, the cost would possibly have been a quarter of
the newly estimated cost ($1.715 million).

Council is rushing to introduce this Special Levy now four years after
becoming responsible for the evaporation levy costs in anticipation any
Special Rate would be more closely scrutinised after the introduction of the
Rates oversight Scheme.

This consultation should be aware of this accelerated change in the way
Council is using its rate revenue to fund a vital community service.
 Mid-Murray Council should be required to delay this Special Rate until after
the introduction of the Rates Oversight Scheme so that any Special Rate is
given appropriate scrutiny.
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